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With my soil,
With my people
With my culture
With my background
By associating it with my history
I have to build an economic system

Father of the Nation
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman



DIGITAL BANGLADESH is the PHILOSOPHY of REVOLUTION

The Visionary of
Digital Bangladesh

Honourable Prime Minister

Sheikh Hasina
Architect of Digital Bangladesh

Sajeeb Wazed
Honourable ICT Advisor to the 

Honourable Prime Minister
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Mujibur Rahman



Vision 2021 – Digital Bangladesh
Vision 2031

Vision 2041 – Smart Bangladesh

Digital Bangladesh

Middle Income Country

2030 SDG Goals

Upper Middle 
Income Country

Developed Nation

Knowledge Economy

High Income Country

Our Vision is to Establish a Knowledge and Innovation Economy



Four Pillars of Digital Bangladesh
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LARGE CONSUMER-DRIVEN ECONOMY

Steady growth 

during global crisis 

periods

$416 Bn
GDP (2021)

170 Mn+
Population (June 2022)

28 years
Median age (June 2022)

$2,503
GDP per capita (2021)

6.4%
GDP growth (2016-21)

HIGHLY RESILIENT

C A P I T A L

Dhaka
Bangladesh
C O U N T R Y  O V E R V I E W

2007-09
2019-20

GDP Composition by end use (2021)

High consumption
GDP sectoral contribution (% GDP)

Industry gaining importance

Agriculture

Industry

Services

17%
12%

25%
33%
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2011
202168.8%Household 

consumption

Investments
Government 
expenditure
Net exports
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5.9%

6.4%

5.5%

5.4%

5.3%

2.9%

0.5%

5.5%

4.4%

0.4%

3.4%

-6.6%

-2.1%

-9.5%

-6.2%

2.9%

-3.3%

-3.3%
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India
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LMIC

World

8 GROWTH DRIVERS UNDERPINNING ECONOMIC GROWTH

High annual GDP growth during Global 
Financial Crisis (2007-09)

GDP also growing 
during COVID (2020)

Solid 

optimism

57% believe next generation 
will have better lives

Rise in 

consumption

9th largest consumer 
market by 2030

34Mn MAC population 
by 2025

Young growing 

workforce

Median age 28

68.4% working age 
population

High economic 

resilience

Savings rate 34% vs 
global average 27%

Govt. debt at ~19%, lowest 
among peers

Government shaping 

the economy

3X increase in public 
spending in last decade

Strong vision 2041 & smart 
nation plan in place

Fast growing 

private sector

2nd largest apparel exporter

9th largest mobile market in 
the world

bKash - leading MFS, BRAC - 
largest NGO in the world

Digital 

momentum

177M mobile cellular 
subscription

Target to achieve 50%+ 
cashless rate & 90%+ 
financial service access

Scaled up and 

thriving gig economy

2nd largest supplier of 
online labor globally

Home to ~15% (~650k) of 
world's freelancers

50,000+ Fb entrepreneurs

Source : ��
 analysisƽ ��
 survey Ǧ� ʌ Ȕȏȏǧƽ �orld �an�ƽ ���� 
lobal �esearchƽ �he �aily �tarƽ �orld �ataƽ �angladesh �an�ƽ ��R�ƽ N������� 
������������ ���� ȑȏȑȐǂȓȐƽ �nline �abour �bservatoryƽ �tatistaƽ �apital ��ƽ �orld �opulation �evie� ȑȏȑȑƽ ���� �ata

ȓ    ��� ��������ǃ������ �����

$468 Bn+
GDP (2022)

$2,824
Per Capita Income 

(FY’21 – FY’22)

6%+
GDP Growth 
(2016 – 21)

24 years
Median age 

(June22) 

** Source: Bangladesh: The Trillion Dollar Prize by BCG

BANGLADESH: An UNMATCHED GROWTH STORY



A Fast Growing
Economy

1 of only 2
ASEAN and South Asian

Economies to register 
positive growth during 

pandemic

8.2%
Pre-COVID

Average GDP 
growth

6.1%
GDP growth in 

2022

7.5%
GDP growth 
target set for 

2023

A Young
Country

50%
population

under the age
of 25 years

A Global
Innovator

# 1
in Mobile Financial 

Services (bKash)

#2
largest RMG 

exporter globally

A Surging
Consumer 

Market

9th
largest mobile market

(~181 Mn users)

34 Mn
to reach Middle &  

Affluent Class in 2025, 2 
Mn join the MAC class 

every year. (BCG)

188 M+
MFS subscribers doing  
14 Mn+ transactions 

per day

130 Mn+
internet users

180 Mn+
mobile subscribers

2000+
E-Services

10 Mn+
E-service users 

per  month

120 Mn+
Digital IIDs Issued

150 Mn+
Bio-metric Sims  

issued

The Country is Experiencing an Exciting Phase of  Large-scale Digitalization

Fast Emerging Economy 
with a Promising Future

Leapfrogging in ICT
and Digital Adoption



3,47,000+
bail applications on 
virtual court

75,00,000+
services delivered every 
month through 
digital centres

92,00,000+
e-mutation services 
provided through online 
platform

E-Government is at the Forefront of the Digital Citizen Service 

5,00,00,000+
services delivered 
through National 
Emergency Helpline

1,00,00,000+
citizens are served from 
8,663 Digital Centres 
every month including
22 digital centres in KSA

72,00,000 +
telemedicine service 
during COVID

700+
e-Services at MyGov 
Platform

52,000
Govt. office websites 
housed under one portal

2,00,00,000 +
files disposed in eNothi

5,20,000 +
digital content uploaded 
on Muktopath Platform

3,85,000+
customers served through 
Digital Hut

7,50,00,000+
services through
333-helpline



16.72
BILLION
DAYS 21BILLION

.8 .712BILLION
VISITS

1,900+
E-SERVICES BY
Government

TIME 74% I VISIT 83%
COST 67%
ACCESSING 
SERVICES

BILLION SERVICES
DELIVERED

6.04

TCV Reduced for Citizens in Digital Bangladesh (until 2022)

USD



64th 53rd 86th 32nd

Dec 2020 March 20222016 2020

11th 1st

53rd 32nd

In the Asia 
Pacific region

In the World In the World

In South Asia 
Global Cyber 

Security Index 
(ITU)

National Cyber 
Security Index 
(E-governance 
Academy)

Bangladesh in the Digital Security Global Index



E-Commerce is expected to have 
80% growth by 2025 

§ Present Market Size: $3.1 Billion 
§ Population Served: 35%
§ Number of Web-Commerce: 2,500+ 
§ Number of f-Commerce: 50,000+
§ Market Growth: 624% (Since 2010)  
§ Number of Daily Orders: 1.6+ Million 

500% Growth 
Since Inception

Bangladesh is experiencing average 
29.3% growth in Digital Device Market

§ Market Size: $2.4 Billion
§ Market Growth: 29.3%
§ Local: Walton, Symphony, Halima, 

Minister etc.
§ Global:  Samsung, Sony, Hyundai,  

Nokia etc.

DIGITAL FINANCE

§ 72% of Digital transactions are MFS 
§ 102+ Million MFS Users 
§ 1+ Million MFS Agents 
§ $202+ Million Daily Transacted
§ Interoperable Digital Transaction 

Platform is on the way

DIGITAL DEVICEDIGITAL COMMERCE

The IT-ITES Industry is Growing 
at a Staggering Rate Since 2010 

2010 - 2018
10% Growth Rate Annually

2019 – till now
40% Growth Rate Annually

Key Drivers of the Investment Readiness in the ICT Sector in Bangladesh



- Over 2M+ jobs 
were created in ICT 
through various 
initiatives of ICT  
Division in last 12  
years. 

- 1860 youths with 
neurodevelopment
disabilities were
trained in IT skills, 
among them at least 
342 have been
employed

Sheikh Hasina Institute of  
Frontier Technologies 

(SHIFT)
Academic and research 

opportunities 

Sheikh Kamal IT Incubators
In 64 districts of the country

Sheikh Russel  Digital Labs
35,000 in next 5 years

Centre for 4IR
Research & Development

Centers at Universities

National Intelligence for Skills, 
Education, Employment and 

Entrepreneurship (NISE)
Technical skills training and 

employment

Digital Leadership Academy
Digital and leadership skills 
training for public officials 

Advanced Labs
Advanced labs in IOT, AI, 
Robotics, AR/VR in 100+ 

universities

BDSkills
Technical and soft skills 

training and assessment for 
the ICT Industry 

Schools of Future
300 Schools of Future

Muktopath
1.2 million students

Skill Development Initiatives Facilitating Knowledge and Innovation Economy 



Domain Expertise

designing
Internet of  
Things

Game
development

Graphics

publishing

Web
Application

Desktop

Development

Software
Development

Mobile Application

Fintech

Manufacturing

HealthTech

EduTech

Blockchain

Artificial
Intelligence

AR/VR

Logistics

E-commerce

BPO

Telecom

Following Areas Constitute 
$1.4B Export Revenue:

$600M
Software and 

services 

$300 M
BPO

$400M 
Freelancers

$100M
Hardware, 
Network  

Services and 
Others

** Source: BASIS

Key Export Areas and Domain Expertise of Bangladeshi ICT Companies



400+
Funded Companies

$883mn+
Total Funding

$773mn+
Global Funding

$34mn+
Local Funding

$83mn+
AIF Registered

$100mn+
Govt. Investment

§ 251 deals was disclosed over the time
§ 2500+ startups are currently active in 

the ecosystem
§ 200 more startups are joining every 

year in the industry
§ There are 200+ investors who are 

actively working towards the 
development of the startup ecosystem

§ 42+ Accelerators and Incubators are  
active in the country

§ 1.5mn+ employment was created by 
the startup ecosystem 

Thriving Startup Ecosystem Staying Ahead of Regional Peers



Homegrown Startups have raised USD 883Mn+* of foreign investment over the last decade

Government Initiatives & Startup Funding Scenario



>200 investment deals in 105+ startups over the last 5 years! International Investors are here !

FDI in Startup Ecosystem



31.2 million
Total employment 

through local enterprise

2 million
Total employment generated 
from 2500+ start-ups

$650 
million

20.25% 
of GDP

$435 
million $2.8

650,000 freelancers 7.2 million enterprises 115 Start-ups (2021)
Per-Capita Investment 

in Start-up

Bangladesh Ranks 2nd in Providing Tech-based Outsourcing Services Globally



92 Government & 
17 Private Hi-Tech Parks 

(HTP), Software Technology 
Parks (STP) and Incubation 

Centers are to be established

109
11 Government & 

17 Private Hi-Tech Parks 
(HTP), Software Technology 
Parks (STP) and Incubation 

Centers are operational

28
Sheikh Kamal IT Training & 

Incubation Centers are to be 
established by 2030

64
Establishments of Sheikh 

Kamal IT Training & 
Incubation Centers will be 

ready by 2023

7

“ Government will Establish Hi-tech Parks in Every District ” - Sheikh Hasina, Hon’ble Prime Minister of Bangladesh

Nationwide Hi-Tech Infrastructures to Foster Industrial Growth



Oryx Bio-tech (Country’s First Bio-Tech Company)

Operational Hi-Tech Facilities Nationwide

Sheikh Hasina Software Technology Park, Jashore
(1500+ Employments)

Solaris Building, Kaliakoir 
(1000+ Employment)

Heroic Freedom Fighter Lieutenant Sheikh Jamal 
Software Technology Park, Chottogram 

(1200+ Employments)

Vision 2021 Tower Software Technology Park, 
Dhaka (1100+ Employments)



Operational Hi-Tech Facilities Nationwide

Sheikh Kamal IT Training and Incubation 
Center in BarishalRecently Inaugurated Joy Silicon Tower in Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib Hi-Tech Park, Rajshahi



Industry Academia Partnerships to Build Innovation Ecosystem

Sheikh Kamal IT Business Incubator, CUET Sheikh Kamal IT Incubator 
and Training Center, KUET

Sheikh Kamal IT Incubator and 
Training Center, Rajshahi

Sheikh Hasina Institute 
of Frontier Technology (SHIFT)

The work of establishing a specialized institute named
“Sheikh Hasina Institute of Frontier Technology” at
Shibchar, Madaripur has started with the aim of
creating a world-class environment for research and
development and skilled human resources for the
future.



We Developed a “Made in Bangladesh” Ecosystem



If you want to go fast and far, innovate together.

The Dreamer of Digital Bangladesh and the Architect of Modern 
Bangladesh, Hon’ble Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, MP



2,824

40th

0.76%

Advanced

5,000

29th

5%

Emerging

12,500

23rd

20%

Future

Per Capita Income (USD)

Economic position in the world

ICT sector in GDP

Important technologies

2021 2031 2041

Smart Bangladesh Vision 2041: Economic Goals



** Source: Bangladesh: The Trillion Dollar Prize by BCG

Bangladesh is set to Become 9th Largest Consumer Market Globally by 2030



BOSTON CONSULTING GROUP 9

As we dive deeper into the performance of Emerging 
Champions through the lens of Beyond Great, several traits 
stood out as distinctly Bangladeshi. The emphasis on 
“always-on” transformation to drive success was observed 
across all Champions, albeit what was most prominently 

missing was “to what end”. At the same time, Champions 
also spoke about their aspirations to focus more on 
personalizing customer experience through digital and 
data. [Exhibit 5]

GėĔĜĎēČ �ĊĞĔēĉ TĔ RĊĆđĎğĊ GđĔćĆđ �ĒćĎęĎĔēĘ WĎęč SĔĈĎĊęĆđ IĒĕĆĈę �ę HĊĆėę

Growing Beyond Great is about reimagining growth 
strategies to embrace a more holistic view of business 
stakeholders, incorporating the traditional focus on TSR 
alongside positive societal image that encourages wider 
organic growth. It includes expanding beyond core markets 
in a way that Emerging Champions in Bangladesh are 
already embracing, unlocking fresh opportunities for future 
success. 

While Champions are looking to go global, they are very 
selective in choosing the markets where they can win. 
Many of them are opting to expand into unconventional 
markets such as Africa or the Middle East, instead of the 
traditional consumption centers of the US and EU—a 

reality highlighted in the examples of successful 
companies such as Walton, Pran, Square, and others. 
While Champions are also keen on personalizing products 
and services—and there are pockets of success stories for 
personalized solutions being delivered to clients—
considerable investments will be required to achieve global 
best practices on this at a large scale. 

DO GOOD, GROW BEYOND. More than 50% of 
Emerging Champions in Bangladesh embed societal 
impact in their company’s vision or mission, alongside 
business operations. Many of them were founded with the 
purpose of creating good in the society, and that has 
�ont�nue� to �e � ���or �o�u� e�en �ʶer �e���e� o� 

E�hibit ȕ ǂ While Operational Optimi�ation is In Line With E�pectations 
Companies �re Still 	iguring Out Ways to E�pand �broad and Create Organi�ation

Source ƿ BCG analysis, inǂdepth interviews with leading companies in Bangladesh
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Glocalisation
61%

pursuing strategic 
international 

expansion to create 
global brands

56%
of organisations have 

social impact at top of the 
mind and are geared to 

drive meaningful change

38%
focused on driving better 

customer outcomes through 
personalization

78%
strongly believe that they 
must build a culture of 

continuous transformation 

83%
Have a bold 

ambitious vision

E�hibit 5 ǂ �ni�ue Themes Emerging in Bangladesh

** Source: Bangladesh: The Trillion Dollar Prize by BCG

Unique Themes of Private Sector Champions Emerging in Bangladesh



Smart Bangladesh will be Implemented through the “Task Force”

Towards becoming a 
Developed Nation by 2041

Smart Bangladesh

Under the Supervision of Hon’ble Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina & Guidance of the Hon’ble Adviser to
the Hon’ble Prime Minister Sajeeb Wazed a “Task
Force” have been created to implement



Smart Bangladesh 2041 Vision will Straddle 4 Key Pillars of Change

ICT powered Digital 
platforms, infrastructure, 
policies and skilled talent

• Top 20 digitally innovating 
country

• 100% paperless govt. with 
personalized services

Smart Government

• High ease of doing 
business

• $50Bn ICT industry
• Circular economy

Smart Economy

Smart Citizen

100% digital access, 
innovation, empathy and 

collaboration at core

Smart Society

Fully inclusive society thriving
in a sustainable environment



4 Change Pillars of the Smart Bangladesh Vision 2041

Invisible 
government 

services through 
universal digital ID 

Bionic citizens co-
existing with AI 

powered frontier 
technology 
platforms 

Completely paperless 
administration 

Invisible government 
services through universal 

digital ID 

>95% citizen satisfaction 
with services 

100% cashless 
economy 

Equal participation 
across diverse groups 

in economic and 
government activities

Tightly knit communities 
enabling a knowledge-
sharing centric society 

100% tolerant, 
collaborative, and 
empathetic digital 

culture 

A primarily circular 
economy 

$50Bn ICT economy 

25+ Unicorn start-ups

Bangladesh as hub 
of industry specific 
technology export

Smart Citizens Smart Government Smart Society Smart Economy



40+ Transformation Initiatives Across 4 Change Pillars to Achieve Smart Bangladesh



Find your own niches
Find new Technologies
Find your own Innovations
Do not Imitate, Innovate!

Sajeed Wazed
Architect of Digital Bangladesh and SMART Bangladesh 

and Hon'ble Adviser to the Hon’ble Prime Minister 
on Information and Communication Technology



THANK YOU


