




The South Asia Trade Fair 2025 proved to be far more than a simple business event; it was a resounding 
celebration of the region's shared cultural heritage. Beyond the bustling trade exhibition, a special 
cultural program was meticulously arranged, re�ecting the deep-seated belief that economic coopera-
tion and cultural exchange are two sides of the same coin.

Trade might create prosperity, but it is culture that builds connection. As delegates and visitors from 
across South Asia gathered, they brought with them not only products but also traditions, values, and 
stories that have been passed down through generations. The evening (September 18, 2025) became 
even more special with the magni�cent performance by the Bangladeshi musical band Romeo Broth-
ers. Distinguished business leaders from Bangladesh, Pakistan, Nepal, Sri Lanka, and Afghanistan, along 
with senior dignitaries including the Commerce Secretary of Bangladesh and the President and Vice 
Presidents of SCCI, truly enjoyed the musical show. Their participation underscored the vital link 
between culture and commerce in strengthening regional ties.

In essence, the cultural program of the South Asia Trade Fair 2025 was more than mere entertainment. 
It served as a powerful bridge between economies and societies, a testament to unity through diversity, 
and a vibrant inspiration for stronger regional cooperation. Guests left not only with potential business 
opportunities but also with a treasure trove of meaningful cultural experiences and warm memories of 
Bangladesh’s role as a gracious host.
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Cultural Event

Culture builds Connection
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Charts a New Course for Regional Business Collaboration

The 85th Executive Committee Meeting and the 28th Gener-
al Assembly of the SAARC Chamber of Commerce and Indus-
try (SCCI) were successfully convened on 19th September 
2025 in Dhaka, Bangladesh.

The landmark meetings, held under the chairmanship of Mr. Md. 
Jashim Uddin, President of SCCI, brought together the apex busi-
ness leadership from across South Asia to deliberate on strategic 
initiatives for enhancing regional economic integration.

The proceedings commenced with warm welcome remarks 
by President Md. Jashim Uddin, who expressed his profound 
gratitude to the dignitaries gathered in Dhaka and those 
participating virtually. Mr. Zul�qar Ali Butt, Secretary General 
of SCCI, con�rmed the requisite quorum for the meetings.

The assembly was graced by the presence of senior SCCI leadership, 
including Vice Presidents Mr. Mian Anjum Nisar (Pakistan), Mr. 
Chandi Raj Dhakal (Nepal), Dr. M. Rohitha Silva (Sri Lanka) Dr. 
Maryam Shakila Vice President (Maldives) and Mr. Vinod Juneja, Vice 
President (India) and Dr. Shakeela Maryam, Vice President (Maldives). 

The meeting also welcomed the participation of Mr. Atif Ikram 
Sheikh, President of the Federation of Pakistan Chambers of 
Commerce and Industry (FPCCI), alongside former President 
Mr. Ruwan Edirisinghe and several Executive Committee 
members from Pakistan and Sri Lanka who attended online.

In his opening address, President Md. Jashim Uddin under-
scored the critical importance of collective action in fortify-
ing SCCI's role as the premier regional business body. He 
emphasized the need for a uni�ed vision to foster a more 
prosperous and interconnected South Asia, leveraging the 
collective strength of the private sector.

A key agenda item was the review and 
formal approval of the meeting agendas, 
followed by the endorsement of the 
minutes from the 84th Executive Commit-
tee Meeting. Members received a compre-
hensive brie�ng on SCCI’s recent activities 
and engaged in fruitful deliberations on 
new international collaborations spear-
headed by the Chamber. Signi�cant 
updates were also presented on upcoming 
events and the commendable progress of 
the SCCI Headquarters Building Project.

Further substantive discussions encom-
passed the annual membership subscrip-
tion fee structure, the strategic closure of 
the Colombo Sub-O�ce, and the forth-
coming handover–takeover of the Presi-
dency, including the necessary nomina-
tion procedures. The Assembly demon-
strated its commitment to expanding its 
base by approving new life membership 
applications, thereby ensuring wider and 
more diverse representation.

Looking ahead, the date and venue for 
the 86th Executive Committee Meeting 
were con�rmed, scheduled for Decem-
ber 2025. The distinguished delegates 
unanimously underscored the impera-
tive of enhancing SCCI's institutional 
capacity to enable a more dynamic and 
proactive role in representing the 
private sector at the regional level.

In a momentous decision, it was 
announced that the new SCCI Head-
quarters Building will be inaugurated on 
SAARC Charter Day in December 2025. 
This inauguration is poised to symbolize 
a new era of business-led regionalism, 
directly aligning with SAARC’s founding 
vision of achieving greater prosperity, 
stability, and connectivity for nearly two 
billion people across South Asia.

The meeting concluded on a high note 
of consensus and commitment, re�ect-
ing a shared resolve to advance the 
region's economic agenda.

3E-Bulletin 14

SCCI Executive Committee Meeting & General Assembly



A Platform for Partnership and Progress

The South Asia Trade Fair 2025, alongside its 
accompanying Regional Conference and B2B 
matchmaking sessions, has successfully posi-
tioned itself as a pivotal milestone for accelerating 
regional economic cooperation. This comprehen-
sive event went beyond a simple exhibition, creat-
ing a dynamic forum that showcased the immense 
vibrancy and diversity of products, services, and 
cutting-edge innovations across South Asia. By 
convening policymakers, trade experts, and busi-
ness leaders, the event established an essential 
platform for strategic dialogue on regional 
integration, directly translating these discussions 
into tangible outcomes through thousands of 
successful business-to-business connections.

Driving Sustainable Integration

Looking ahead, the SAARC Chamber of Com-
merce & Industry (SCCI) must now assume a 
central and proactive role in deepening business 
linkages among member states. Working in close 
synergy with national apex chambers, the SCCI's 
mandate should be to relentlessly advocate for 
policy harmonization. This includes a commit-
ment to reducing non-tari� and structural trade 
barriers, harmonizing standards, facilitating the 
easier movement of goods and professionals, and 
actively promoting the development of robust, 
resilient regional value chains. Continuing to host 
structured platforms for business knowledge 
exchange and trust-building is crucial, coupled 
with robust engagement with governments to 
tackle high-level policy challenges that currently 
restrict the growth of intra-regional trade.

FBCCI's Vision for a Stronger SAARC

The Federation of Bangladesh Chambers of Com-
merce & Industry (FBCCI) emphasizes that strong-
er collaboration within South Asia is not just a 

long-term goal but an urgent and highly achieva-
ble necessity. The FBCCI speci�cally encourages 
the SAARC CCI to concentrate on a few key, practi-
cal outcomes that will deliver immediate impact 
and long-term sustainability-

Facilitating Digital Trade Platforms: Creating 
secure and accessible digital marketplaces is 
essential for empowering Small and Medi-
um-sized Enterprises (SMEs) to participate fully in 
regional commerce.

Encouraging Cross-border Investment: Prioritiz-
ing investment in shared infrastructure and logis-
tics is critical to reducing the cost and time of 
trade across borders.

Promoting Technology and Knowledge-Sharing: 
Establishing mechanisms for the seamless trans-
fer of technical know-how and best practices will 
boost regional competitiveness.

Supporting Inclusive Entrepreneurship: Actively 
integrating women and youth entrepreneurs as 
primary drivers of regional trade will unlock new 
sources of innovation and growth.

With this focused vision and a shared commit-
ment, the collective strength of the SAARC CCI, 
the FBCCI, and other apex chambers can move 
beyond the promise of South Asia to transform 
the region's economic reality—forging a power-
ful network of business linkages, achieving 
profound economic integration, and securing 
shared prosperity for nearly two billion people.
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