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From the Desk of the Administrato

Dear Esteemed Members,

The Federation of Bangladesh Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FBCCI) continues to serve as the
vanguard of national economic transformation, navigating a global landscape defined by rapid tech-
nological evolution and shifting environmental paradigms. The month of January 2026 stood as a
testament to this commitment, witnessing a series of high-level dialogues and strategic interven-
tions designed to fortify the nation’s commercial foundations.

From pioneering initiatives aimed at the economic empowerment of women entrepreneurs to the
synchronization of Bangladesh’s industrial ambitions with global development partners like JICA and
CIMMYT, the Federation is actively architecting an inclusive and competitive future.

Our active participation in the 30th Dhaka International Trade Fair and the consultative sessions on
the Competition Act, 2012, jointly organized with the Bangladesh Competition Commission, further
underscore our role in ensuring a transparent, innovative, and robust marketplace.

As we honor our national legacy and pivot toward a climate-resilient industrial frontier, this e-bulletin
encapsulates our ongoing journey of transforming systemic challenges into sustainable strategic
opportunities. We remain steadfast in our mission to advocate for a favorable business environment
and invite you to engage with these milestones, which collectively drive Bangladesh toward its vision
of becoming a resilient global economic powerhouse.

Md. Abdur Rahim Khan
Administrator, FBCCI
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. FBCCI: Empowermg the Future of Women in Business
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In a significant move toward fostering an inclusive economic landscape, the Federation of Bangla-
desh Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FBCCI) convened a high-level consultative meeting
onJanuary 12,2026, at FBCCI office in Motijheel, Dhaka. The session focused on the critical themes
of capacity building and skill development, drawing together a diverse cohort of women business
leaders, government officials, and representatives from development agencies.

The meeting, presided over by Mr. Md. Abdur Rahim Khan, Administrator of FBCCI, provided a vital
platform for women entrepreneurs to vocalize the systemic obstacles hindering their growth at
the grassroots level.

Participants emphasized the urgent necessity for policy interventions, specifically advocating for
streamlined access to credit through simplified loan terms and the modernization of regulatory
documents, such as the issuance of trade licenses in English to facilitate global integration.
Furthermore, the gathering called for strategic incentives, including preferential booth allocations
and discounts at exhibitions organized by the Export Promotion Bureau (EPB), alongside a robust
framework for both domestic and international technical training.

The strategic depth of the meeting was further enhanced by a keynote address from Tanvir
Ahmed, Senior Advisor of the She-Trades Initiative of Asia Women, who provided global insights
into female economic empowerment. Speakers underscored a unified, multi-agency commitment
to dismantling barriers. By synthesizing the expertise of business leaders and policymakers, the
FBCCI continues to lead the charge in equipping women entrepreneurs with the competitive tools
required for the modern marketplace.

Esteemed guests in the dialogue includes - the President of Women Entrepreneurs Association of
Bangladesh (WEAB) Mrs. Nasreen Fatema Awal, the CEO of Business Initiative Leading Develop-
ment (BUILD) Ms. Ferdaus Ara Begum, Joint Secretary of the Ministry of Industries Ms. Sultana
Yasmin, Additional Director of the Bangladesh Bank Ms. Afrina Nasreen, Gender Team Leader of
UNDP Bangladesh Ms. Sharmin Islam, the Deputy Managing Director of the SME Foundation Ms.
Farzana Khan, Former Director of FBCCI Mr. Giasuddin Chowdhury (Khokon), President of Bangla-
desh CNG Machineries Importers Association Mr. Zakir Hossain Noyon, Secretary General of FBCCI
Mr. Md. Alamgir, Head of International Affairs Wing Mr. Zafar Igbal ndc, Advisor of the FBCCI Safety
Council Brig. Gen. (Retd.) Abu Nayeem Md. Shahidullah and others.
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. FBCCl Commemorates the Legacy of Begum Khaleda Zia

The Federation of Bangladesh
Chambers of Commerce and
Industry (FBCCI) organized a
Doa Mahfil (prayer meeting)
seeking eternal peace for the
departed soul of former Prime
Minister of Bangladesh and
Chairperson of BNP, Begum
Khaleda Zia.

vice-presidents former directors, members of the General Body,
and leaders from various chambers and associations. FBCCI
officers and staff were also in attendance.

The ceremony took place on
January 14, 2026, at the FBCCI
Auditorium. The event was
attended by FBCClI Adminis- During the program, business leaders reflected on the life and
trator Mr. Md. Abdur Rahim  distinguished career of Begum Khaleda Zia, the first female
Khan, former president Mr. Prime Minister of Bangladesh. Attendees offered collective
M.A. Kashem and Mr. Mir Nasir  prayers for her soul and expressed their deepest condolences to
Hossain, falong with former,  her bereaved family members.

. FBCCI Administrator Attends Inauguration of DITF 2026
FBCCI Former Directors Khandaker
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paiosbofupbiggh " “ R Md. Abu Hossain Bhuiyan (Ranu),

Mr. K.M Akhtaruzzaman, Mr. Ishaqul
Islam Sweet, Mr. Md. Amir Hossain
Noorani, President of Bangladesh
N\ CNG Machineries Importers Associ-
Mr. Md. Abdur Rahim Khan, Administrator of FBCCI attended ation Mr. Md. Zakir Hossain (Noyon),
the Inaugural Ceremony of the 30th Dhaka International Trade  Secretary General of FBCCl Mr. Md.
Fair (DITF) organized by the Ministry of Commerce and Export  Alamgir, Head of International Wing
Promotion Bureau (EPB) on January 03, 2026 at the Bangla- Mr. Md. Zafar Igbal ndc, business
desh-China Friendship Exhibition Center in Purbachal, Dhaka.  leaders from different chambers
and associations, FBCCl General
Body Members were present at the
inauguration, among others.

Mr. Sk. Bashir Uddin, Honorable Adviser of the Ministry of Com-
merce, Ministry of Textiles & Jute and Ministry of Civil Aviation
and Tourism inaugurated the month-long fair as the chief guest.

The month-long 30th Dhaka Inter-
Mr. Mahbubur Rahman, Secretary of the Ministry of Com- _vional Trade Fair (DITF) 2026

merce, Md. Mohammad Hasan Arif, Vice Chairman (Addi- concluded on January 31.

tional Secretary) of the Export Promotion Bureau (EPB),
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. Meeting on Competition Act, 2012

— =

A view-exchange meeting on
the Competition Act, 2012 and
the functions of the Bangla-
desh Competition Commis-
sion was held at the Federa-
tion of Bangladesh Chambers
of Commerce and Industry
(FBCCI) on 20 January, 2026,
aiming to ensure a fair busi-
ness environment and to
provide stakeholders with a
clear understanding of the
competition law.

The meeting was jointly
organized by the Bangladesh
Competition Commission and
FBCCI. The session was chaired
by FBCClI Administrator Mr.
Md. Abdur Rahim Khan, while
Chairman (Secretary) of the
Bangladesh Competition
Commission A H M Ahsan
attended the programme as
the chief guest.

In his address, the chief guest
AHM Ahsan said that the
primary objective of the Com-
petition Act is not to punish
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anyone, but rather to prevent
anti-competitive practices in
the market and to maintain a
balanced and healthy business
environment.

At the beginning of the meet-
ing, Assistant Director of the
Competition Commission
Nuruddin Jobayer delivered a
detailed presentation high-
lighting the objectives of the
Competition Act, 2012, and
the roles and responsibilities
of the Bangladesh Competi-
tion Commission.

During the open discussion
session, business leaders empha-
sized the need to enhance
awareness of the Competition
Act among grassroots-level busi-
ness communities, particularly at
the district level. They noted that
compliance becomes difficult
without a clear understanding of
the law.

The business representatives
also strongly called for the

direct involvement of FBCCI
and private sector stakehold-
ers in the formulation and
amendment of rules under the
Act, as well as in the hearing
processes of the Commission.

Members of the Bangladesh
Competition Commission Dr.
Md. Akhteruzzaman Talukder
and Dr. Afroza Bilkis, Secretary
General of the FBCCI Mr. Md.
Alamgir, Head of International
Affairs Wing Mr. Md. Zafor
Igbal ndc, former directors of
FBCCI, business leaders, repre-
sentatives from the Ministry of
Commerce, the Directorate of
Right
Protection, Consumer’s Associ-
ation of Bangladesh (CAB),
were attended the meeting.

National Consumers'
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. Strategic Meeting on Bangladesh-Canada Agri-Tech Knowledge Exchange

The meeting on Bangla-
desh-Canada agricultural tech-
nology adaptation possibility
was convened on January 18,
2026, at the FBCCl office in
Motijheel, Dhaka, to forge a
strategic bridge between the
two nations' agribusiness
sectors.

Mr. Md. Zafar Igbal ndc, Head of
the International Affairs, FBCCI,
chaired the meeting.

The session was attended by a
technical ~ delegation  from
CIMMYT Bangladesh, including
Dr.Owen Duncan Calvert, Country
Representative; Dr. T.S. Amijath
Babu, International Scientist; and
Dr. Wais Kabir, Senior Consultant.

CIMMYT Bangladesh is the local
country office of the Internation-
al Maize and Wheat Improve-
ment Center (known by its Span-
ish acronym, CIMMYT). Active
since 1982, it partners with the
government to diversify the
country’s agriculture beyond rice,
specifically by scaling up wheat
and maize production.

During the deliberations, the following key areas were prioritized
for collaboration between Canadian and Bangladeshi enterprises-

Mechanization & ICT: The adoption of advanced machinery and
digital information-sharing platforms was proposed to enhance
field efficiency.

Research & Development: Joint initiatives for high-yield seed
development and climate-resilient agro-processing were
emphasized.

Infrastructure: The necessity for modern storage development
was highlighted to minimize post-harvest losses.

By aligning global technology with local wisdom, this partner-
ship is poised to transform the nation’s agricultural value chain
into a more resilient and commercially vibrant sector.

Former Director of the FBCCI Mr. Abdul Haque, Secretary General
of the Bangladesh Jute Mills Association Mr. A. Barik Khan, General
Manager of Lal Teer Seeds Limited Mr. Alamgir Hossain, the Advi-
sor of Agricultural Machinery Manufacturers Association of Bang-
ladesh (AMMAB) Engr. Md. Humatun Kabir and distinguished
guests from agricultural industry were attended the meeting.

. FBCCI and JICA Convene to Bolster Bangladesh’s Industrial Frontier

In a high-level consultative meeting at FBCCI office in Dhaka, on January 20, 2026, the Federation
of Bangladesh Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FBCCI) and the Japan International Coopera-
tion Agency (JICA) engaged in a rigorous exchange of strategic intelligence aimed at revitalizing
the nation's private sector and accelerating Foreign Direct Investment (FDI). This diplomatic and
economic rendezvous served as a platform to synchronize Bangladesh’s industrial ambitions with
Japan’s technical and financial expertise.

The discourse was anchored by comprehensive presentations from the FBCCl's specialized wings.
The Safety Council underscored the necessity of meticulous industrial mapping and infrastructure
optimization to ensure sustainable
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growth, while the Research and Planning Division advocated for vigorous policy reform, business
resilience, and product diversification to enhance global competitiveness. These recommendations
reflect a sophisticated shift toward data-driven industrialization and strategic capacity building.

Parallelly, the JICA delegation, led by Special Advisor Amada Kiyoshi and Representative Okamoto
Takahiro, characterized a roadmap for institutional enhancement. Their proposals emphasized the
modernization of the ICT sector, the streamlining of human resources and making customs process-
es more efficient, and the pivotal development of the Moheshkhali Matarbari Integrated Infrastruc-
ture Development Initiative (MIDI). Furthermore, JICA highlighted the utility of Private Sector
Investment Finance (PSIF) as a catalyst for manufacturing excellence.

The meeting, attended by FBCCl's Secretary General Mr. Md. Alamgir, Head of International Affairs
Md. Zafar Igbal ndc and Advisor of the Safety Council Brig. Gen. (retd) Abu Nayeem Md. Shahidullh,
concluded with a mutual commitment to advancing an investment climate that is both resilient and
conducive to long-term bilateral prosperity. This collaboration signals a transformative era for Bang-
ladesh’s economic landscape, prioritizing strategic cooperation over conventional aid.

. FBCCI Administrator Attends the Board Meeting & AGM of FIRC

he occasion as the Chief Guest.

ir
FBCCI Innovah on & Research Centre
eral

Among others, distinguished
attendees were former FBCCI
President Mr. Mir Nasir Hossain,
Senior Vice Chairman of FIRC Mr.
Mostafa Azad Chowdhury Babu,
Former Senior Vice President of
FBCCI Mr. Md. Amin Helaly,

! ‘ Former Vice President of FBCCI
Mr. Md Abdur Rahim Khan, AdmlnlstratorofFBCCI attendedthe  Mr. Md. Habib Ullah Dawn,
Board Meeting and Annual General Meeting (AGM) of the FBCCI ~ Former Director Mr. Abdul
Innovation & Research Centre (FIRC) on January 17,2026, at FIRC  Haque, Dr. Nazia Binte Amin, Mr.
office in Haatkhola, Dhaka. Mohammad Ali Khokon, Chief
Executive Officer of FIRC Dr.
Bikarna Kumar Ghosh.

The meeting was chaired by Md. Jashim Uddin, the Chairman of
FIRC. Mr. Mahbubur Rahman, Former President of FBCCI, graced
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. Initiatives to Fortify Coastal Businesses against Climate Shocks

In a major push to insulate the
local economy from climate-in-
duced disruptions, a series of
high-level validation work-
shops were recently concluded
in Bagerhat and Cox’s Bazar.
These sessions, organized by
the FBCClI Safety Council in
collaboration with the Bager-
hat Chambers of Commerce
and Industry (BCCI) and Cox’s
Bazar Chambers of Commerce
and Industry (CBCCI), aimed to
finalize a data-driven roadmap
for enhancing the resilience of
the district’s Micro, Small, and
Medium Enterprises (MSMEs).

Bagerhat: Addressing the

Frontline of Climate Change

The workshop spotlighted a
comprehensive assessment of
303 business entities across
Bagerhat Sadar, Mongla, and
surrounding areas. The findings
presented a sobering reality:
84.16% of local businesses are
micro-enterprises with minimal
internal capacity to recover
from disasters, while 88.12%
operate from rented premises,
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a factor that significantly restricts their ability to invest in resil-
ient infrastructure.

Stakeholders identified waterlogging (80.86%) and flooding
(74.92%) as the most pervasive threats to commercial conti-
nuity. While early warning systems currently reach over 90%
of the population, the report highlighted a critical "action
gap,' as these messages are not yet being translated into
formal Business Continuity Plans (BCPs).

Md. Mominur Rahman, Additional Deputy Commissioner
(General) chaired the workshop at Bagerhat on 6 January 2026.

Key attendees included Md. Shaon Hossain Anik, District
Relief and Rehabilitation Officer (Assistant Commissioner);
Md. Moniruzzaman Hawlader, Convener of the Bagerhat
Chamber of Commerce and Industry Safety Cell; and repre-
sentatives from the District Disaster Management Informa-
tion Center (DMIC) working group and also the leaders from
local business associations.

Cox’s Bazar: Strengthening the Tourism and Trade Hub

‘ F o

A diverse multi-sectoral coalition convened
for the session, notably featuring Abu Mor-

Chamber of Commerce and Industry (CBCCI);
Sheikh Ashikuzaman, Vice-President, CBCCI; and
members of the District Disaster Management
Information Center (DMIC) working group and
also the leaders from local business associations.

The discussion centered on the "preparedness
paradox" in the nation’s tourism capital, where
cyclones and storm surges pose intensified risks.
Assessments of over 300 entities found that only
37% of businesses have received formal safety
training, leaving the majority reliant on infor-

shed Chowdhury, Chief Advisor, Cox’s Bazar Mal, experience-based coping mechanisms.

e-Bulletin January 2026
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A Unified Vision for Coastal Businesses

Both workshops successfully merged local field experience with technical findings to propose four
strategic pillars:

. Financial Innovation: Introduction of specialized micro-credit and insurance safety nets.

. Infrastructure Reform: Urgent calls for improved drainage to mitigate chronic waterlogging.

. Resource Mobilization: Deployment of fire-safety equipment and the establishment of
communal "safe warehouses."

. Capacity Building: Expanding the reach of the Private Sector Emergency Response Teams

(PERT) and formalizing disaster management protocols.

By aligning the efforts of the Fire Service and Civil Defence (FSCD), the Cyclone Preparedness
Program (CPP), and local chamber safety cells, the initiative establishes a scalable model to ensure
that these vital coastal hubs remain resilient engines of national growth.
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Bangladesh Business Portal (BanglaBiz): An initiative for Business Facilitation by BIDA

Despite strong economic growth, Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) inflows into Bangladesh have
remained consistently below 0.5% of GDP, indicating structural constraints in the investment and
business facilitation environment.

One of the key challenges is the fragmented institutional and digital landscape. Currently,
Bangladesh operates six separate One-Stop Service (OSS) platforms, each with different entry
points, service coverage, and levels of digitalization. This fragmentation creates confusion for
investors and undermines the effectiveness of the OSS concept.

In practice, investors are required to obtain up to 150 approvals from more than 23+ government
agencies across the business lifecycle. Many investors lack clarity onwhich approvals are required
Additionally, limited data sharing and system integration among agencies results in repetitive data
submission, manual verification, and prolonged processing times. These inefficiencies
significantly increase the cost and uncertainty of doing business.

Bangladesh Investment Development Authority (BIDA) is introducing BanglaBiz, the country ’s
integrated Bangladesh Business Portal. This initiative marks a significant step toward simplifying
regulatory processes, improving transparency, and reducing the cost and time of doing business in
Bangladesh.

For the business community, especially members of FBCCI, and sectoral associations, BanglaBiz
represents a shift from fragmented, agency - specific processes to a single, coordinated digital
interface for key non-customs regulatory services.

Why BanglaBiz Matters for Businesses

The importance of Business facilitation has always been a major concern in the development of a
country. Business faces hurdles, this leads the inefficiency in the production, resulting in lower
output, and hence consumer faces higher prices in the market. In Bangladesh, starting a business
takes more than a year, and this imposes a very unfavorable environment for businesses. Opening
up a business, if one had to visit multiple government institution for multiple license approvals,
things get very messy. No businesses entity expects to face this situation.

BanglaBiz is Bangladesh's integrated
business portal—a single,
coordinated digital interface for key
non-customs regulatory services.

Single Digital
Portal
BanglaBiz unified
interface
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Starting or operating a business in Bangladesh has requiredengagement with multiple government
agencies—often involving repetitive data submission, manual follow-ups, and uncertainty around
approvals. Many critical permits such as trade licenses, fire licenses, environmental clearances,
factory licenses, land services, and tax registrations have been time-consuming and costly.

Core Benefits of BanglaBiz

One Portal Unique Business ID Once-Only Data Clear Tracking
Access multiple Unique Business ID Submit information Monitor service status
government services identifies your once—gradual with transparent
through a single digital enterprise across all implementation timelines and
platform—no more government agencies eliminates repetitive accountability at every
visiting different for seamless data entry across step.
agencies. coordination. departments.

This reform focuses particularly on ~ non-customs related issues , which are often the most
significant bottlenecks for domestic and foreign investors.

. Wave 1 Wave 3
Phased Implementation:
. Core Platform (Current Phase) Full Ecosystem (Year 4)
Where BanglaBiz Stands
Now
BanglaBiz is being implemented in
three waves over four years,
ensuring stability, learning, and Wave 2
comprehensive growth for the Expansion & Integration
(Years 2-3)

business environment.

Wave 1: Core Platform Launch (Current Phase)

Bangladesh is currently in Wave 1, which focuses on piloting core services and proving value to businesses.

1 Business Start-up Package Know Your Approval (KYA)

4
Target: under 72 hours for selected services Guidance for understanding required permits
2 30+ High-Impact Approvals 5 Central Management Dashboard
Digital access to essential permits Monitor performance & service delivery
3 Pilotin Key Cities ¢  Process Simplification & Data Security

Strategic implementation for scale Emphasis on governance and compliance

Monitor performance & service delivery
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Services Available in Wave 1

Trade License VAT Registration & e-TIN
Issuance and renewal Including for foreign nationals
Import & Export Registration Fire License

Streamlined processes Issuance and renewal
Factory License Environmental Clearance
DIFE issuance and renewal Issuance and renewal

Land Services Construction Permits
e-Mutation and e-Khatiyan And occupancy certificates

Importance of Business Community Engagement

For BanglaBiz to succeed, active participation from the business community is essential. Digital
platforms alone cannot deliver reform unless businesses are aware of them, trust them, and use
them.

This is where organizations like FBCCI, divisional and district chamber, and sectoral associations
play a vital role:

o Disseminating accurate information to members.
o Encouraging businesses to use BanglaBiz instead of manual intermediaries.
e Providing structured feedback to improve services during the pilot phase.

Therefore, BanglaBiz is a critical reform to address Bangladesh’s fragmented business facilitation
system, low FDI inflows, and complex approval processes. By integrating multiple OSS platforms
into a single digital gateway, improving transparency, and enabling inter-agency data sharing,
BIDA’s BanglaBiz initiative has the potential to significantly reduce time, cost, and uncertainty
for investors. Effective implementation and strong private-sector engagement will be key to
realizing its full impact on investment and economic growth.

Prepared by

Md. Masud Parvez

Assistant Secretary General

Trade Facilitation and Policy Advocacy Wing, FBCCI

j:38@] E-Bulletin




FBCCI OFFICE ADDRESS

FBCCI ICON
60 Motijheel Commercial Area, Dhaka- 1000, Bangladesh

FBCCI Extended Office, Gulshan
Tower of Aakash, Level-9, Plot-54, Road-132, Gulshan Avenue, Dhaka-1212,

Phone : 88-02-223380588, 223381470

Fax: 88-02-223355902

E-mail: secretariat@fbcci.org
Website: www.fbcci.org




